DR. AUDIO

New digital editing service to make ‘house calls’

The I:h':,! aif elesrbors mak-
i howese calls may be over, but froe-
Earvce andio engineer Tom Krol plans o
resive the radidon—with a1 twis.

Under thse banner of TR Audio, Krol
will visit small recording studios and cor-
porate production Eueilities that haven't
yel vested in r]ig'tl.al ud'llin;g equipe-
ment. Instead of treating patients, he'll
manipulate sound using a digital editing
gystem on a Macintosh computer.

Krol believes TR Aundio 1s the firs
service of is kind in Chicago. He's
invested 532 000 in |.|-L'n.m1'.|l funads sl
small-business boans w acquire the ool
he'll carry in his doctor’s

* a Mac 650 with a 1.7 gigabyte hard

drive thar can store two hours of
alereo sounmd;

* ProTools digital editing software

equipped o handle four tracks;

* SucdioVision music sequencing

sofloware;
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# SampleCell software used o create
drum machine and keyboard sounds.

Since acquiring the equipment last
mcnth, Krol, 27, has already masterod a CD
for local artist Wendy Morgan of Renegade
Records, He's now marketing the serioc 1o
odher potential chenis

He points out that many
sounid engineers work on a
freelance basis for facilities
that don't have efficient
editing equipment or engi-
neers who know how to
crpeTate i,

T years ago [ completed
a b for Allstate that 1 could
have done in a fraction of the
time if | had had my own digi-  Tom Kl
tal editing equipment,” he recalls,

“They're stll splicing mpe with a razer
blade. If I would have had the audio on
hard disk, [ would have been finished by
hench, bat it took me two das.”

After receiving a bachelor®s in
arviindd I.‘-E‘I:nn!'lll.g anel e fram
DeFaul L'l'l.i.'l.'tl‘!-il!:,:. Ervl I'l-cgan free
lancing for What the Hale Music and
Allstare Insurance. He came up with
the idea for a ponable editing service
d1|r'|ng a lnp o Atlants,
where he heard about an
audio engineer with a simi-
lar service,

"There's a lot of digi-
tal editing going on in
Chicago, so [ know there
. is a market for it,” he

| says. *It"s easier for a
© small recording studio io
buy a multitrack
recorder and run it than
e learn how wo use a digital edit-
iJI:ﬁ AySLeim. It |-E1.'|uir=:| a liitle bii
more engineering.”

A wypical job will work like this:

* Rral will rranspart about 10
pounds of equipment to his client’s
facility. He can bring his own computer
monitor oF use a special converter to
hook up o a client’s TV,

= He'll iransfer the audio from a
DAT or any other digital or analog for-
mat vo his hard drive,

* Afier editing anything from
volceover Iracks 1o Music mpoes on
ProTools, he'll ransfer the Andshed
product Back o his client’s DAT, videco-
tape or other formar.

Becawse he doesn't have the aver-
head of operating an office, Krol sys
his rates (berween 540 and $60 an
hour) are lower than many luge
recording Facilies, He also charges 350
to travel w the client’s Facility.

Though he expects most of his
buginess 1o come from small record-
ing swudios and corporate media
deparuments, Krol plans to test the
agency market 1o see i they would
“hire an outside portable studio for
projects that would require more
editing equipment than they have,”
he says. "I'm alking about big agen-
cles. A lot of times they want to use
their own people, but they have limi-
tations. They don't have the process-
ing power [ do.™

TE Avtia ix located ad 1730 W Ene 55,
GOB2Y: phone, Ges-1920. Il



